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Place Specific Solution
The challenge was to design a place-specific and 
environmentally responsible workplace that would 
enhance occupant health and productivity while 
reflecting the eco-friendly ethos of its inhabitants. 

Multiple Benefit
Strategies
Wherever possible the project team employed 
strategies that serve multiple benefits. This approach 
can be seen in the overall building parti, interior 
floor plan layout, circulation, fenestration treatment, 
building materials, and structure. 

• �Utilitarian building materials, in a form reminiscent 
of the light industrial history of the neighborhood, 
helps reduce the heat island effect, construction 
waste and erection time. The material and 
building form creates a timeless design that is 
less susceptible to premature demolition.

• �The building surrounds an internal courtyard 
allowing optimum ventilation and daylight 
distribution through narrow floor plates. This 
courtyard serves as a semi-public space for 
internal and external community gatherings.

• �On the building’s exterior, glass sunshades and 
automatic louvers reduce solar heat gain reduction 
and control daylight. Passive cooling is provided 
by operable windows that allow the flow of fresh 
air and computer controlled vents that open to 
reduce CO2 levels.

• �Open plan interior office layout, flexible for 
   future use. 

• �Castellated structural beams reduce material use 
while improve plumbing channels, cross ventilation 
and daylight penetration.

• �An exterior courtyard stair replaces one elevator 
and encourages walking. 
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MATERIALS & CONSTRUCTION:
   • �94% demolition & construction waste diverted from landfill
   • �Materials were limited to reduce costs and create an 

honest simple expression of the building’s form  
& structure.

water cycle:
   • �Low-flow fixtures & waterless urinals conserve 

potable water
   • 53.5% water savings over EPA requirements

energy flows & energy future:
   • Energy Star equipment reduces plug load
   • ���Passive cooling system uses thermostats, and CO2 sensors to control exterior  

louvers that allow fresh air into the building
   • Thermal modeling and Daylighting
   • 46.33 kBtu/SF/yr actual energy costs vs. 80-100 for typical office building


