
Southeast Tennessee Valley 
SDAT



The AIA’s Center for Communities by 
Design is a catalyst, convener, and 
source of information that helps AIA 

members work with citizens and other 
stakeholders to envision and create 

more livable, healthy, safe, and 
sustainable communities.

Center for Communities by 
Design



SDAT Communities

2005
Cache Valley, UT
Forest City, NC 
Pittsfield, MA

Oklahoma City, OK
Northampton, MA

Alexandria Twp., NJ

2006
Longview, WA

Guemes Island, WA 
Northern Nevada 

Lawrence, KS
Northeast Michigan

Syracuse, NY
New Orleans, LA
Hagerstown, MD

2007
Central, LA

Culver City, CA 
Tucson, AZ 

Englishtown, NJ
Dubuque, IA
Albany, NY

New Orleans, LA

2008
Fellsmere, FL
Parma, OH
Leon Valley

Morristown, NJ
New Orleans, LA

Detroit, MI
Fort Worth, TX

Kauai, HI
Tampa, FL

Windsor, CA



Design Assessment Program 
Principles
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The Steering Committee
• Stephen Haase, Chairman 

• Karen Hundt, Co-Chairman

• Heather Adcox

• Blythe Bailey

• Roger Boaz

• Bruz Clark

• Jon Coddington

• Dave Dalton

• Tom Dugan

• Tiffany Gibby

• Teresa Groves

• Gary Hilbert

• Gene Hyde

• Karna Levitt

• Ron Littlefield

• James Sherrill

• Roger Tuder

• Dan Wade



Thomas W. Rounds, AICP



SDAT Process

Investigation & Discovery



• SDAT Team Leader 
Chosen

• Team Leader and Staff 
visit community for day 
and a half of meetings 
and tours—refine scope 
of project and determine 
team composition

SDAT Project Phases – Preliminary 
Visit (February)



• SDAT Team 
assembled

• Pertinent information 
is gathered and 
disseminated to the 
SDAT Team

SDAT Project Phases – Visit Preparation



The Team

• Monica Bansal – Washington, DC 

• Bill Dodge – Silverton, CO

• Marsha Garcia – AIA National

• Eileen McGurty – Baltimore, MD

• Joel Mills – AIA National

• Carlos Rodrigues – Princeton, NJ

• Thom Rounds – Denver, CO

• Soren Simonsen – Salt Lake City, UT

• Nancy Steele – Los Angeles, CA



Full Team Visit



William Dodge



Regional Cooperation



Regions Change 
with Challenges

Defining Regional 
Success



Ideas for Building Capacity to 
Cooperate



Bring “Unlikelies” Together to 
Discuss “Unmentionables” and 

Do “Unheardofs”



Educate Everyone on Becoming 
a Practicing Regional Citizen

• Share Regional Cooperation Successes
• Facilitate Using Regional Information
• Launch Regional 

Leadership/Citizenship Programs
• Train Students to Become Regional 

Citizens



Explore Regional Impact of VW 
Plant



Pursue Early Success Regional 
Initiatives

• Prepare Regional Legislative Agenda
• Share  Economic Development 

Prospects



Focus Regional Attention on 
Local Distress



A Pelo de Cochino!



Nancy Steele









Prime Tennessee Farmland for Sale
www.bizbuysell.com



Photo by Joel Mills



What do you need?
� Good air quality

� Clean abundant water
� Natural beauty & biodiversity

� Agriculture and local food
� Green infrastructure: parks, greenways

ENVIRONMENT



South Chickamauga Creek
Photo by: Rick Woods

PartnershipsPartnerships

The Ochs Center
for Metropolitan Studies

Benwood Foundation



Courtesy of Land Trust for Tennessee and the University of Tennessee Chattanooga











Challenges/Opportunities

• Regional Population Growth
– Increasing pressure on resources

– Higher pollution loads
– Development and sprawl

• Increasing Regulation
– Air  Quality

– Water Quality



Challenges/Opportunities

• Economics
– Reduced resources

– Changes in philanthropic giving
– Need to involve all of the community

• Climate Change
– Increased intensity in weather

– Changes in natural environment



How do you get there from here?

• Regulations and Ordinances
– Monitoring

– Compliance
– Enforcement
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October 8, 2008 Contact: Kerjon Lee
Office: (626) 458-4348 Mobile: (626) 476-0533
kelee@dpw.lacounty.gov
New County Building Standards Bring LID Practices t o LA County 
Communities
LOS ANGELES—The County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors approved a 
precedent setting suite of green building ordinances today, introducing new 
building standards that support water and energy conservation, diversion of 
waste from landfills and a healthier environment.
The new County ordinances will apply to industrial, residential and commercial 
developments within County unincorporated areas and go into effect on January 
1, 2009.



How do you get there from here?

• Education and Outreach
– General Public

– Municipal Officials
– Government Agencies

– Businesses
– Community Groups

– Farmers



Courtesy of Land Trust of Tennessee





Chesapeake BayChesapeake Bay
Program: A WatershedProgram: A Watershed
PartnershipPartnership



How do you get there from here?

• Regional Watershed Management
– Identification of appropriate region

– Getting the right people to the table
– Public involvement

– Setting quantified goals
– Call for projects

– Plan adoption
– Ongoing inclusive and open governance



Tennessee Valley Watershed 
Authority??

• TVA
• U.S. EPA
• Tennessee DEQ
• Water Companies
• Utility Districts
• Sanitation Districts
• Conservancies
• Farmers
• Cities
• Counties
• Planners
• Bike advocates
• Etc.



Carlos Macedo Rodrigues, AICP, PP



Since 1922, RPA  has championed 
major investments, development and 
conservation in the tri-state 
metropolitan region.

$75 billion in infrastructure  
investments since 1999
1 million acres of protected open 
space
Acknowledged experts on 
assessing the regional impact of 
major development projects in 
the region
Community designs to promote 
sustainable growth locally 

RPA promotes growth while maintaining the New 
York region’s high quality of life





Visualizing the Region – Forging an Identity



Regional Transit Regional Highways



Milestone accomplishments 
initiated by RPA:
The George Washington, 
Triboro, and Verrazano Narrows 
bridges
JFK Airport and Airlink
Creation of Metro-North
The Merritt Parkway and the 
Long Island State and Palisades 
Interstate parkway systems

A Long History of Shaping the Region

RPA-proposed George Washington Bridge 
recently celebrated its 75th birthday. 



Existing Urbanized Areas 
and Future Build Out

� The “big picture”

� Linking land use and   
transportation

� Planning’s value added

� Planning tool box



Regional Circulation 
Network

� Mapping Connections and 
Choke Points

� Closing the gap between 
State and local systems



Regional Network 
Discontinuities

� Physical barriers

� Barriers by design



Full Spectrum Impact Assessments

� Economy

� Environment

� Infrastructure

� Community Life

� Intergovernmental Coordination



Full Spectrum Impact Assessment

� Same population and 
employment growth -
different allocation

� Save $160M/year  
towns/counties/school 
districts

� Save $870M in local 
road costs

� Save $1.45B in water and 
sewer

� Save 122,000 acres of land
� Save 68,000 acres of prime 

farmland
� Save 45,000 acres of 

environmentally sensitive 
land

� 40% less water pollutants



Soren D. Simonsen, AIA, AICP, LEED AP



Public Policy
Political Collaboration



Sign in Restaurant:

“Open 7 days a week and 
weekends.”

Source: University of Texas Department of Advertising



Classified Ad:

“Dog for sale. Eats 
anything and is fond of 
children.”

Source: University of Texas Department of Advertising



Sign in Dance Hall:

“Good clean dancing 
every night but Sunday.”

Source: University of Texas Department of Advertising



Used Car Dealer Ad:

“Why go elsewhere and 
be cheated when you can 
come here?”

Source: University of Texas Department of Advertising



Auto Repair Service Ad:

“Try us once, you’ll never 
go anywhere again.”

Source: University of Texas Department of Advertising



We Create what we Plan to Create

...when you plan for people 
and places, you get people 
and places.

When your plans cities for 
cars and traffic, you get cars 
and traffic...

Source: Project for Public Spaces/Soren Simonsen



Complete Streets



Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates/Steve Price



Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates/Steve Price



Complete Commutes



Source: Envision Utah



Source: Envision Utah



Source: Envision Utah



Source: Envision Utah



Complete Networks



Savannah, GA St. Louis, MO

Charleston, SC Chattanooga, TN Allentown, PA

Source: University of Texas PCL Historic Map Archive





Separated Development

• Key Elements:
– 1. Housing Subdivisions

– 2. Shopping Centers
– 3. Employment Centers

– 4. Civic Institutions

– 5. Roadways

Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates



• Key Elements:
– 1. The Center

– 2. The Five-Minute Walk
– 3. The Street Network

– 4. Versatile Streets

– 5. Mix of Uses
– 6. Special Sites for Special 

Buildings

Connected Development

Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates



Complete Neighborhoods



The Neighborhood 
Center
– A place to locate 

community needs:
• Churches
• Schools
• Neighborhood-scale 

services
• Parks and plazas

– A community gathering 
place

Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates



• The average person walks 
about ¼ mile in 5 minutes.

• 75% of neighborhood is 
within 5 minutes of village 
center.

• This improves walkability to 
school, church, shopping, 
parks, etc.

• Reduces demand for 
parking in village square, 
reducing development 
costs and transportation 
demands

Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates



• Parks are used most by 
people who live in the 
immediate neighborhood.

• When a park is 750 feet or 
less from home (about a 3 
minute walk), people are 
more inclined to walk and 
use the park more 
regularly.

• Regularly used parks 
reduce undesirable activity.

Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates



“As growth continues, 
the effectiveness and 
safety of key 
transportation corridors 
depends on a well-
planned, integrated 
system of collector 
and local roadways.

Source: Cooper Roberts Simonsen Associates



Case Study:
Brief History of Envision Utah



1995 - Utah Quality 
Growth Summit 
convenes

1997 - Coalition for 
Utah’s Future launches 
Envision Utah – a 
grassroots public/ 
private partnership to 
create a vision for 
quality growth in the 
Salt Lake City region

Source: Envision Utah



1999 - Envision Utah
Regional Growth 
Preference Scenario 
published

2000 - Envision Utah
Quality Growth 
Strategy published

Source: Envision Utah



2002 - Planning Tools for 
Quality Growth 
published

2003 - Transit Oriented 
Development 
Guidelines published

2006 - 2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan

Source: Envision Utah



2008 - Jordan River 
Blueprint and 
Governance Strategy

2009 - 3% Regional 
Development Strategy

Ongoing training, support 
and advocacy

Source: Envision Utah



Eileen McGurty, Ph.D.



Education and Training



Job Training for New Economy

• Can’t rely on VW solely
• Build on success in improved 

educational attainment in the region
• Take advantage of all the human 

resources available



Bring Training to Where People Are



Education for Sustainability

In collaboration with policy changes that make 
different choices easy for people



Recycling



School-based education



Schools as Nodes of Sustainability





Community Involvement

• Go to the residents; don’t wait for them to 
go to you

• Make it easy.  Take them seriously.  
• Consider growing diversity of community to 

harness the energy of all resources 
available

• Without full involvement the complex issues 
will be even more difficult



Q+A



Next Steps



Center for Communities By Design
American Institute of Architects (AIA)

www.aia.org


