
 

 

FR21 The United Nations in the 21st Century HSW 
05/16/2008, 8:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
 
 
Learning Units: 1.50-Intermediate level 
 
Training Units: 0.375-Training Area 2 (Site and Environmental Analysis) 
 
Explore the symbiosis between preservation, technology, and sustainability in the renovation of the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York City. Specific initiatives that are being undertaken to enhance the sustainability of the 
complex will be discussed in relationship to the project preservation guidelines to show that it is possible to 
sympathetically renew both fabric and meaning in a large modern cultural resource without sacrificing high building 
performance. 
 
Learning Objectives:  

• Demonstrate the unique issues relevant to the preservation of a large modern building complex such as 
lighting quality, expressing mid-century vs. contemporary building technology, and decisions concerning repair 
or replacement of industrial materials  

• Describe unique approaches being taken to green the headquarters; how a combination of low- and high-tech 
initiatives, executed with a constant eye to preserving the quality of the resource can result in a high 
performance, historically sensitive renovation  

• Assess the delicate balance of deference and innovation that is involved in integrating new design features 
within and as additions to the historic fabric of an iconic, world renowned modern building 

Speakers: Michael Adlerstein, Anthony Cohn, AIA; and David N. Fixler, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB 
 
Provider: Einhorn, Yaffee, Prescott A/E PC 

 

This presentation is protected by U.S. and international copyright laws. Reproduction, distribution, display, and 
use of the presentation without written permission of the speaker is prohibited. 

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing professional education. As such, it does not include 
content that may be deemed or construed to constitute approval, sponsorship, or endorsement by the AIA of 
any method, product, service, enterprise, or organization. The statements expressed by speakers, panelists, 
and other participants reflect their own views and do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the 
American Institute of Architects or of AIA components, or those of their respective officers, directors, 
members, employees, or other organizations, groups, or individuals associated with them. Questions related to 
specific products and services may be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation. 

 


