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Architects across the country are securing greater
leverage in legislative affairs through AIA
components. Lobbying, report writing, planning
legislative days, and hosting legislative breakfasts
are a few methods that components use to engage
legislators.

legislators, school facility planners, and Florida
school board districts. Their report opened a
dialogue between architects and the educational
community. In addition, many of the issues
addressed in the task force’s report are of
nationwide relevance and can be applied on a
national level.

AIA LOUISIANA

AIA NEW JERSEY

Lacking the aid of a paid lobbyist, AIA Louisiana
organized a Legislative Affairs Committee. Each of
the eight local components in Louisiana is
represented on the committee.

AIA New Jersey’s Legislative and Government
Affairs Committee hosted its first Legislative Day in
2002 in Trenton. In addition to a display of project
designs, the day featured panel discussions that
focused on school construction and the issue of
“growing smart.” For the member architects, the day
also provided an insight into the legislative process.
Nearly 100 architects and more than 20 state
legislators attended.

SUMMARY

Through its determination and teamwork, the
committee made great strides in the 2003 legislative
session for AIA Louisiana. Among its most notable
accomplishments for the year was the passage of
legislation providing one-year and three-year
preemptive periods for actions for damages arising
in tort or contract against an architect, engineer, or
surveyor. Passage of the legislation has helped to
stabilize, and possibly, reduce insurance premium
rates.

The goal of the committee was to have each
participant leave the Legislative Day armed with
information about the legislative process, legislation
pertinent to architects, and an understanding of the
importance of developing relationships with
decision-makers.

AIA FLORIDA
In 2002, Florida voters approved a constitutional
amendment limiting the number of students
assigned to each teacher, thereby creating demand
for a substantial number of new classroom facilities.
While well-intended, the amendment took effect
when the state was experiencing a shortage of
classroom facilities and unprecedented budgetary
shortfalls. The amendment would have forced
several school districts to use portable facilities and
prototype designs.
Recognizing the potential harmful effect these
temporary solutions might have on school design
and the learning environment, AIA Florida formed an
Educational Facilities Task Force to develop an
appropriate report of recommendations. AIA Florida
members from across the state comprised the task
force, and they volunteered their time, travel
expenses, and expertise to produce a 12-page
report, Quality of Education, which was distributed to
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AIA DENVER
AIA Denver has been active with its city leaders. In
2003, Denver held a mayoral election and 10 of 13
seats on the City Council changed. In response, AIA
Denver joined forces with a local television station
and magazine, an investment banking firm, and a
community college to sponsor a mayoral candidates’
forum. An AIA member was included as a panelist.
The component also hosted a debate to feature the
council candidates and a reception to honor current
council members. Both events increased AIA
Denver’s visibility and credibility within the
community.
AIA PHILADELPHIA
AIA Philadelphia hosts a Legislators Breakfast each
year to bring together the component’s membership
and local and state legislators. The breakfasts have
proven to be successful opportunities to educate
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members about important issues such as land use
and sprawl and pending state legislation that affects
the ability of architects to practice. The breakfasts
also provide a forum for discussion and debate, as
well as demonstrate that architects have a strong
interest in legislation that affects the quality of life
and a willingness to take on leadership roles to
ensure more livable communities.
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Feedback
The AIA welcomes member feedback on Best
Practice articles. To provide feedback on this article,
please contact bestpractices@aia.org.
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