
AIA/Deltek Architecture Billings Index (ABI)
September 2024
The AIA/Deltek Architecture Billings Index (ABI) is a diffusion index derived from the monthly 
Work-on-the-Boards survey, conducted by the AIA Economics & Market Research Group. The ABI serves 
as a leading economic indicator that leads nonresidential construction activity by approximately 9-12 
months. The survey panel asks participants whether their billings increased, decreased, or stayed the same 
in the month that just ended. According to the proportion of respondents choosing each option, a score is 
generated, which represents an index value for each month. An index score of 50 represents no change in 
firm billings from the previous month, a score above 50 indicates an increase in firm billings from the 
previous month, and a score below 50 indicates a decline in firm billings from the previous month.

*All graphs represent data from September 2023–September 2024.

National Regional Sector Practice

ABI



40

45

50

55

60

Sep-24Aug-24Jul-24Jun-24May-24Apr-24Mar-24Feb-24Jan-24Dec-23Nov-23Oct-23Sep-23

Above 50 Below 50

No change
from
previous
period

BillingsInquiriesDesign Contracts

National
Architecture firm billings remain soft in September
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Graphs represent data from September 2023–September 2024.
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West:

42.6
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45.0
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49.5
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46.4

Regional
Business conditions generally 
remain weak across the country
Graphs represent data from September 2023–September 2024
across the four regions. 50 represents the diffusion center. 
A score of 50 equals no change from the previous month. 
Above 50 shows increase; Below 50 shows decrease. 
3-month moving average.



40

50

60

Sep-24May-24Jan-24Sep-23

Graphs represent data from September 2023–September 2024 
across the three sectors. 50 represents the diffusion center. 
A score of 50 equals no change from the previous month. 
Above 50 shows increase; Below 50 shows decrease. 
3-month moving average.

Commercial/Industrial: 44.2 Institutional: 48.5 Residential: 41.7

Sector
Billings decline further at firms with 
a multifamily residential specialization
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Other (e.g., ADA/accessibility upgrades)

Promoting the electrification of facilities

Improve the resiliency of the building

Historic preservation

Improve the energy performance/sustainability

Add usable space to the building

Upgrades to building shell 
(roof, facade, windows/doors, entrances)

Upgrades to basic building systems (HVAC, lighting)

Tenant fit-outs

Adaptive reuse or building conversion

Basic updating and modernization 
of the building interior

units: % of firms that do reconstruction work, multiple responses permitted

Practice
Building modernization, adaptive reuse are 
most common goals of reconstruction projects
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Principal goal(s) of reconstruction projects that their firm has undertaken over the past few years
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