The biggest challenge new architecture grads face when
entering the workforce? Rising cost of living. Housing
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NATIONAL

Median salary $65,620
Rent-to-income ratio 31%

Rent cost $20,388 Metropolitan

area breakdown

SEATTLE

Median salary $68,440
Rent-to-income ratio 35%
Rent cost $23,616

MINNEAPOLIS
Median salary $62,910
Rent-to-income ratio 29%

BOSTON
Median salary $64,780 34

Rent-to-income ratio 55%

Rent cost $35.616 total metros areas
Median s?lary $6L7‘}O covered in the
Rent-to-income ratio 35%

SAN FRANCISCO Rent cost $21.348 2025 AIA

Median salary $81,780 Com pensation
Rent-to-income ratio 39% NEW YORK
INDIANAPOLIS :
Rent cost $32,028 Median salary $63,430 Median salary $73,000 & Benefits Report.
Rent-to-income ratio 24% Rent-to-income ratio 48%

Rent cost $17,964 CHICAGO

Rent cost $15,492 Rent cost $35,232 15

areas had
rent-to-income
ratios below 30%.

9

had ratios near the
national average
(between 30-349%0).

DALLAS 5

URBAN HONOLULU Median salary $62,750 MIAMI had ratios
Median salary $54,350 Rent-to-income ratio 28% Median salary $61,860 between 35-40%.
Rent-to-income ratio 38% Rent cost $17,556 Rent-to-income ratio 45%
Rent cost $20,844 Rent cost $28,140 5
had ratios

above 40%.

LOS ANGELES ST. LOUIS
Median salary $73,870 DEN.VER Median salary $61,500
Rent-to-income ratio 44% Median salary $66,500 Rent-to-income ratio 26%

Rent cost $32,544 Rent-to-income ratio 32% Rent cost $15,936
Rent cost $21,252

WASHINGTON, DC
Median salary $68,560
Rent-to-income ratio 40%
Rent cost $27,684

PHOENIX NASHVILLE

Median salary $67,150 Median salary $62,930
Rent-to-income ratio 27% Rent-to-income ratio 29%

Rent cost $17,940 Rent cost $18,360

As you weigh your job options, make sure you understand your value in the marketplace. AIA’s free salary calculator, which uses
data from the ATA Compensation & Benefits Report 2025, provides up-to-date salary ranges for key positions in your area.

Learn more at salarycalculator.aia.org.


https://salarycalculator.aia.org/

