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Thaden School
BENTONVILLE, ARKANSAS | 2022
Elevating Performance Through Healthful Education + Workplace Spaces

CHALLENGE: The Thaden School, conceived as 
a “private school with a public purpose,” aimed to 
create a new campus that embodied its mission of 
innovation, equity, and community. The challenge was 
to design buildings for classrooms and performance 
that supported discovery and wellness while 
providing a new civic identity for Bentonville.

ROLE The design emerged through full collaboration. 
Marlon and Ati worked together on the campus 
parti, drawing from agrarian and local traditions to 
establish porosity and public edges. Their exchanges 
extended into the interiors, where architecture was 
transformed by light, proportion, and detail. Systems 
for lockers, mechanical, acoustics, and lighting were 
captured in single gestures, editing visual clutter 
into cohesive order. Ati shaped classrooms, labs, 
and gathering spaces as places of independence and 
collaboration, using wood ceilings, soft surfaces, and 
daylight-filled corridors to create comfort and clarity.

Public interiors were conceived as analogues to 
porches, social connectors that extend the school’s 
civic purpose and invite community life. This 
sensibility carried into the Performance Building, 
where layered sequences of approach, lobby, and hall 
foster anticipation and belonging. Rich finishes and 
acoustic strategies ensured the hall could host both 
intimate rehearsals and large community events.

RESULTS The resulting campus has become a civic 
landmark for Bentonville, embodying the school’s 
educational mission while inviting public engagement. 
Interiors support a spectrum of learning, from quiet 
study to collaborative exploration, while performance 
spaces foster cultural exchange and pride. Students 
benefit from environments that enhance wellness and 
curiosity, buildings integrated into the landscape, and 
the city gains a campus that acts as both a learning 
environment and a community commons.

SCOPE
26 ac; Wheels 31 ksf / $9.0M, classrooms and labs; 
Reels 38 ksf / $8.1M offices, classrooms and labs; 
Performance 20 ksf / $12.1M. Bike Barn 9 ksf /$2.7M.

AIA FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE
	+ Integration: Buildings and landscape linked as one.
	+ Discovery: Inside + out designed as classrooms.
	+ Wellness: Acoustics, light, warmth ensure comfort.
	+ Change: Furniture + lighting adapt to use.
	+ Community: Hub for school + city blending nature.

SELECT AWARDS + RECOGNITION
	+ Mies Crown Hall Americas Prize Winner, 2024-25
	+ Dedalo Minosse International Prize - Antonio 

Palladio Special Prize, 2025
	+ National AIA Honor Award for Architecture, 2024
	+ National AIA Honor Award in Regional and Urban 

Design, 2023
	+ National AIA/CAE Educational Facility Design 

Award, 2023
	+ A4LE James D. MacConnell Award, 2022
	+ The Plan Award Winner (Education), 2021
	+ Architect’s Newspaper Best of Design Award, 2020

ROLE OF CANDIDATE
	+ Collaborative Design Partner; Principal in Charge 

of Planning + Interiors

ARCHITECTURE FIRM OF RECORD
	+ Marlon Blackwell Architects 

Master Plan with EDR + Andropogon

DECLARATION OF RESPONSIBILITY
I have personal knowledge of the candidate’s 
responsibility for the exhibit listed above. That 
responsibility included: the candidate is one of the 
principals largely responsible for design.

Dr. Clayton Marsh,   
Founding Head of School, Thaden School

plan study

corridor integration study

3.6 Exhibits

campus site plan
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Tanglewood Cabin
ROGERS, ARKANSAS | 2020
Enriching Environments for a Holistic Sensory Experience

CHALLENGE: Perched on a steep bluff overlooking 
Beaver Lake, Tanglewood Cabin challenged the team 
to create a retreat that was both private and open, 
compact yet expansive, immersed in the rugged Ozark 
landscape.  The owner wanted a place, on a modest 
budget, for their young family to connect together in 
nature.

ROLE: Ati Blackwell led the development of the site 
plan, building organization, and interior sequencing, 
listening closely to the clients to align daily rituals 
with the power of the setting. She proposed a bold 
courtyard plan cantilevered from the hillside, reframing 
early slope-bound schemes into a cliff dwelling, at once 
cave and overlook, where hearth and horizon merge. 
Marlon acted chiefly as critic, refining gestures that Ati 
carried through to resolution.

Her authorship is clearest in the orchestration of 
continuity and atmosphere. Porches and apertures 
weave interior life with exterior presence, while the 
courtyard became the house’s heart, sheltering from 
wind, modulating light, and embracing family life in 
intimate security while opening to the vast landscape.

The material palette reinforced this duality: pine, 
polished concrete, and glass amplify tactile richness, 
while charred cypress siding anchors the house to its 
site. Every threshold, porch to courtyard, alcove to 
horizon, was tuned to heighten sensory connection.

RESULTS: The result is an elemental refuge, simple 
and comfortable, modest in side and material. Rich in 
light and views to nature, a place to enjoy family life 
and experience the everyday.

SCOPE
2,180 SF residential cabin with two bedrooms, and a 
private courtyard porch overlooking Beaver Lake at a 
cost of $600k.

AIA FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE
	+ Integration: Porch-centered plan unites shelter and 

nature.
	+ Ecology: Modest size touches the ground lightly.
	+ Wellness: Wood, glass, and light create calm retreat.
	+ Resources: Shou sugi ban cladding ensures durabil-

ity and sustainability.
	+ Discovery: Apertures frame Ozark views near + far.
	+ Legacy: Porch reimagined as elemental, modern 

refuge.

AWARDS + RECOGNITION
	+ AIA Arkansas Design Merit Award, 2021
	+ Gulf States AIA Design Merit Award, 2021
	+ Featured in Dwell, “Mountain Majesty” 10/2020

ROLE OF CANDIDATE
	+ Principal in Charge

ARCHITECTURE FIRM OF RECORD
	+ Marlon Blackwell Architects

DECLARATION OF RESPONSIBILITY
I have personal knowledge of the candidate’s 
responsibility for the exhibit listed above. That 
responsibility included: the candidate is one of 
the principals largely responsible for design.

- Leah Curry, Owner

kitchen study

plan study

3.7 Exhibits

building section
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Shaw Residence
FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS | 2020
Enriching Environments for a Holistic Sensory Experience

CHALLENGE: Set within a golf-course community 
of conventional houses, the Shaw Residence posed 
the challenge of creating a contemporary home that 
reconciled tradition with modernity while addressing a 
steeply sloped site. Designed as a house to age in place, 
the goal was a dwelling both rooted and progressive, 
resonant with precedent promoting an ongoing healthy 
lifestyle.

ROLE: Ati Blackwell set the parti, reinterpreting the 
Roman courtyard house as an impluvium plan that 
admits light, organizes circulation, and connects daily 
life to garden and forest. Marlon Blackwell sited the 
home and transformed the type, grounding it within 
the landscape. Their dialogue refined massing and 
proportion into a flowing sequence of rooms, terraces, 
and courtyards, formal yet intimate.

Ati’s authorship is clearest in the interiors, where 
program development, millwork, and detailing gave 
coherence to the whole. A continuous rift-cut oak 
ceiling, brick fireplaces washed in sunlight, radiant 
concrete floors, and stone borders created a simple 
yet resonant material palette. Carefully placed glazing 
and light wells animate the courtyard, while transitions 
between rooms are tuned to daily rituals, spaces for 
gathering, pause, and retreat.

RESULTS: By centering the home around the 
courtyard, Ati created a heart that shelters from wind, 
draws in daylight, and organizes views to the Ozark 
landscape. The result is a residence familial yet radical 
in its form, transforming the courtyard typology into a 
new modern expression and allowing for the owners to 
age gracefully in place where they can enjoy daily life in 
comfort and beauty inside and out.

SCOPE
4,500 SF, cost withheld,   A modern 3 bedroom home 
organized around a central courtyard on a hilltop site, 
blending formal clarity with domestic warmth.

AIA FRAMEWORK FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE
	+ Integration: Courtyard unites program + site.
	+ Ecology: Minimal footprint on sloped site.
	+ Wellness: Warm floors, daylight + views support 

comfort and wellness.
	+ Resources: Simple, local + healthy material palette.
	+ Discovery: Interior views + garden courtyard both 

brings nature inside, and opens to long views.
	+ Legacy: Courtyard reimagined as amenity and a 

transformed typology.

AWARDS
	+ The Plan Award, Villa Finalist, 2024
	+ Forbes Top 200 Residential Architects, 2024 
	+ Architectural Record - Record House, 2023
	+ The Plan Award Finalist, 2022 
	+ AIA Arkansas Design Honor Award, 2022

ROLE OF CANDIDATE
	+ Collaborative Design Partner with Marlon Blackwell, 

and Principal in Charge of Interiors

ARCHITECTURE FIRM OF RECORD
	+ Marlon Blackwell Architects

DECLARATION OF RESPONSIBILITY
I have personal knowledge of the candidate’s 
responsibility for the exhibit listed above. That 
responsibility included: the candidate is one of 
the principals largely responsible for design.

Dennis + Evelyn Shaw, Owners

library study

plan study

3.8 Exhibits
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