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2026 AlA Fellowship

Candidate Robby Johnston

Organization The Raleigh Architecture Company
Location Raleigh, North Carolina

Chapter AIA North Carolina; AIA Triangle

Category of Nomination
Object 1 (Design, Urban Design, Preservation) > Design

Summary Statement
By uniting design, craft, and building, Robby Johnston creates an architecture of exceptional resolution and purpose.

He transforms overlooked sites into vital urban anchors, proving design’s power to strengthen a city’s urban fabric.

Education

North Carolina at Charlotte College of Architecture, 1998-2003; Bachelor of Architecture, 2003; Bachelor of Arts in
Architecture, 2002

Hoger Instituut voor Architectuurwetenschappen Antwerpen, Belgium, Spring 2002

Licensed in:
North Carolina #11330

Employment

The Raleigh Architecture Company & The Raleigh Construction Company, 08, 2012 - present
Clearscapes Art + Architecture, 06, 2010 - 8, 2012

Tonic Design & Tonic Construction, 02, 2005 - 06, 2010

Michael Ross Kersting Architecture, 06, 2003 - 01, 2005






3.9 - HARTWELL MAKERS MARKET
2020 | Raleigh, NC

Design Firm: The Raleigh Architecture Company
AOR: The Raleigh Architecture Company
Candidate Role: Partner, Design Lead, Builder

Recognition:

Honorable Mention | 2024 American Architecture, Chicago Athenaeum
Honor Award | 2024 AIA Triangle

Honor Award | 2022 AIA Aspire

Honor Awards | 2022 AIA North Carolina

Hartwell sits along a former bustling retail strip on the edge of
Raleigh’s Historic Boylan Heights neighborhood. Working closely with
the granddaughter of the original shopkeeper, this adaptive reuse
effort transforms a dilapidated shell into a vibrant hub to honor family
legacy and facilitate retail, events, and community.

The primary strategic decision was to convert existing interior
space into an exterior entry court. This satisfies stringent zoning
requirements and provides the area necessary for a new sculptural
stair to the roof deck without increasing the building’s footprint.
Unnecessary waste is reduced by repurposing the shell, primary
roof structure, and all structural steel elements. The intermingling
of past and present convey in contrasting new iconic elements clad
in perforated aluminum against the original masonry shell. A bold
color assignment communicates a new era and cheerful optimism
of Hartwell’s mission. Service areas are organized at the rear of
the interior, giving way to open, fluid space at the front capable of
accommodating a flexible program including live music, weddings,
comedy nights, yoga classes, craft instruction, pop-up markets, and
more. Expansive storefront on the front facade connects the interior
to the newly formed entry court and sidewalk patio to reactivate the
streetscape and restore the building’s civic presence.

Through these moves, Hartwell proves that architecture centered
on human experience can become a new center of gravity, sparking
renewal and connection throughout its community.

FRAMEWORK:
Wellness: 100% access to natural daylight, natural ventilation

Efficiency: Durable, resilient materials, orientation to harness light
and reduce solar heat gain, +99% reflective roof

Place: Adaptive reuse, street front courtyard, transparent street
facade, flex use space

Experience: Native plantings, enhanced streetscape, improved
walkability

| have personal knowledge of the nominee’s responsibility for this project, in
which he was largely responsible for design. Caitlin Ward | Owner, Client
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Right: Original dimensional
framing lumber was uncovered,
refinished, and left exposed

to express a commitment

to structure’s vintage. Its
directionality encourages views
toward the new glazed street-
facing facade, reinforcing the
building’s renewed connection to
the public realm.

Left: The produce cooler original
to the grocery was carefully
salvaged, deconstructed, and
reassembled as paneled cladding
behind the bar, preserving
material memory.

New Interventions

A  Stair Clad in Perforated Aluminum

Roof Deck with City Views

Felled Tree Milled for Bar Top

Previous Roof Structure Exposed as Exterior Slats
Street Front Patio

moow




3.10 - ECHOVIEW FIBER MILL
2013 | Weaverville, NC

Design Firm: Clearscapes Art + Architecture
AOR: Clearscapes Art + Architecture
Candidate Role: Design Lead

Recognition:

Honor Award | 2012 AIA North Carolina
Honor Award | 2012 AIA Triangle
COTE Award |2012 AIA North Carolina
LEED Gold Certified
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Echoview Fiber Mill is the first manufacturing facility in America to receive a LEED Gold
rating. Located in rural Buncombe County, NC, the client sought to mix industry and
community in an iconic facility with a minimal environmental footprint.

The building reflects the transformation of fleece into fiber through its material and formal
language. Weathering steel emulates local agrarian vernacular, and it's evolving patina
signifies the annual shearing cycle. Three volumes, each articulated with a distinct custom
panel pattern, recall the unique textures of alpaca fiber staples. In collaboration with the
roofer, Robby developed a cladding system on site using a roll former to shape raw coil
into three unique panel profiles. Inside, the spatially generous processing room is centered
among the roof forms and illuminated through continuous clerestories and glazing.

Geothermal heat pumps, an expansive PV array, process water reuse, rainwater collection,
and daylight harvesting quietly reduce operational resources and waste, and support an
empowered work environment that reflects the craft and care of making fiber.

FRAMEWORK:
Wellness:100% access to natural daylight

Efficiency: Solar PV, Solar Thermal, geothermal
heat pumps, daylight harvesting

Place:100% stormwater management on site,
process water capture and reuse, rain water
capture and on site irrigation

Experience: Native, drought tolerant plantings
and turf, community spaces

| have personal knowledge of the nominee’s responsibility for
this project, in which he was largely responsible for design.
Julie Jensen | Original Owner, Client



Conversations with alpaca farmers about the shearing process,
in tandem with a survey of local structures, inspired a design that
connects animal, building, and place through material expression.

Weathering Steel Siding Development

Working closely with skilled tradespeople and
using roll former equipment on site, raw coil
material was shaped into three distinct custom
siding panel profiles. This hands-on approach
reinforced the building’s connection to product
production, local craft, and agrarian heritage
while reducing costs and material waste by
avoiding the need to order custom panels from
manufacturers.

AB606 Weathering Steel Raw Coil

Profile Extrusions Shaped by Roll Former
Standing Seam Siding, Profile No. 1

Flat Lock Siding, Profile No. 2

Perforated Siding, Profile No. 3

moow>»

ROBBY JOHNSTON // AIAFELLOWSHIP // 40



