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Rocktown 
High School
 
Harrisonburg City Public Schools

Design/Record Firm
Grimm + Parker Architects

Completion Date
2024

Role of Nominee
Design Partner-in-Charge

Population 
1,200 Students

Size 
258,253 gsf

Photography 
Tom Holdsworth

Declaration of Responsibility
I have personal knowledge of 
the nominee’s responsibility for 
the exhibit listed above. That 
responsibility included – the 
project was under the design 
direction of the nominee.
Mr. Steve Mundt AIA, LEED 
AP, Partner - Grimm + Parker 
Architects

Synopsis
Located in Harrisonburg, Virginia, at the foot of the 
Shenandoah Mountains, Rocktown High School 
incorporates conventional college-prep academics as well 
as both STEM and CTE programs. It looks and feels like 
a community college building with facilities that reflect 
21st century expectations for secondary education. 
Harrisonburg is also a town-gown city, home to James 
Madison University which accounts for nearly half of 
Harrisonburg’s population.

Approach
Community interest and engagement in education directly 
influenced the programming and design process for 
Rocktown High School. In addition, Rocktown serves 
a very diverse catchment area with residents from 
over 40 countries. Paul led the community outreach 
and engagement process, conducting a long series of 
multilingual workshops with school authorities, faculty, 
parents, neighbors, and students. Paul took the additional 
step of conducting charettes with students for the design 
of labs and learning commons.
One of the most noteworthy aspects of Rocktown High 
School is how beautifully and effectively it combines the 
core liberal arts program of secondary education with 
the program demands for STEM and CTE education. 
At Rocktown High School, the design of arts and music 
learning environments reflects a bold commitment to 
creativity, inclusivity, and modern pedagogy. Far from 
traditional, static classrooms, the school’s core arts spaces 
are intentionally designed to empower students through 
flexibility, connection, and interdisciplinary learning.

Above: Large Group Learning Space –  
Flex Hall with Retractable Seating, Learning Commons
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3.7 Exhibit
Rocktown 
High School

Large Group Learning Spaces – The architectural quality 
of the large group assembly areas in Rocktown High 
School is truly stunning. Several Large Group Learning 
Spaces include:
The Commons & Main Staircase – A grand, open central 
gathering space anchored by dining that’s reinforced with 
a feature staircase—the sides function as traditional stairs, 
while the middle tier serves as amphitheater-style seating for 
presentations, casual lessons, or impromptu gatherings.
Learning Commons (Library + Cyber Café) – A two-story 
media center with study rooms and a “cyber café” offering 
flexible seating and sink stations—ideal for independent 
learning, small-group collaboration, and digital projects.
Flex Hall (Multipurpose Performance Space) – A 
versatile substitute for a traditional auditorium. Equipped 
with retractable auditorium-style seating (that folds away), 
audiovisual systems, and screen—supporting theater, 
assemblies, guest speakers, and other large-group activities.
Corridors with Collaborative Work Zones – Hallways 
act as active learning zones, not just passageways. They 
include workstations, sinks, storage, and flexible furniture 
for peer-to-peer interaction, individual study, or informal 
project work.
STEM/CTE Hub – Located in the left wing, this area 
includes a dance studio, art studios, media/TV production 
studio, music rooms, and a multi-use workshop with a roll-
up garage door for larger-scale, hands-on projects.

Teacher Collaborative Planning and Development 
Spaces – It is easy to get lost in the many aspects of the 
learning-side, the student-side of next generation school 
principles and practices. In fact, the next generation learning 
can only occur where next generation teaching is supported. 
Just as the diversity of individuals and the importance of 
collective work impact student learning, they equally affect 
the ability of teachers to teach. As incongruous as it may first 
sound, the key spatial transition that supports collaborative 
and innovative teaching is to liberate teachers from their 
classrooms, to give teachers spaces and resources to, 
literally, think outside the box, inspire each other, and create 
interdisciplinary learning opportunities.

Impact
At the end of the first term, the Rocktown High School 
administration reported the following student outcomes:

	● �The 2025 graduation rate exceeded the state average 
by 10%.

	● �The 2025 rate of college enrollment among graduates 
increased by 15% over 2024.

	● Dual enrollment in STEM and CTE programs increased.

Left: STEM/CTE Hub 
(Visualization), Outdoor 

Learning Classroom 
(Visualization), Right: Large 

Group Learning Space

At the time of this submission, Rocktown 
High School is preparing for its second 
school year. Photographs were shot 
over the summer but have not yet been 
approved for use for awards submissions. 

Top to bottom: Learning Stairs, Dining 
Commons, Informal Gathering Space
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3.8
Next Generation 
School Design Curriculum 
for A4LE Academy

Provider
Association for Learning 
Environments (A4LE) Academy 

Description
Curriculum for A4LE Academy 
Learning Environment Planning 
Advanced Certificate  
https://a4le.instructure.com/
login/canvas (Email Address 
- NextGenA4LE@gmail.com 
Password – PaulKlee1!)
Completion Date
2025

Role of Nominee
Curriculum Author / Expert 
Faculty Member

Declaration of Responsibility 
I have personal knowledge of 
the nominee’s responsibility for 
the exhibit listed above. That 
responsibility included – creating, 
leading, and teaching the 
curriculum by the nominee.
Ms. Kate Broderick, Director 
of Knowledge Management & 
Credentialing - Association for 
Learning Environments (A4LE)

Synopsis
Established in 1921, the sole mission of the Association 
for Learning Environments (A4LE) “is improving the places 
where children learn.” A4LE is an international organization 
dedicated to promoting the exchange of ideas between 
educators and designers. With its singular focus on school 
design, A4LE plays an important role in developing and 
promulgating knowledge about educational trends and the 
design of facilities to support them. A4LE publishes Learning 
by Design known among school design architects for its 
school design awards. A4LE also contributes to raising 
school design standards through its many online and in-
person conferences and most notably through the Advanced 
Certificate Program it offers though the A4LE Academy.

After stepping away from Grimm + Parker Architects 
(G+P), Paul Klee developed a course on 21st century K-12 
school design principles and practices for A4LE Academy’s 
Learning Environment Planning Advanced Certificate 
Program. Titled Next Generation Learning Spaces for 
the 21st Century, Paul’s curriculum is designed for both 
educators and architects.
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3.8 Exhibit
Next Generation 
School Design Curriculum 
for A4LE Academy

Approach 
Paul’s course is offered in seven lessons, or “modules”, each 
consisting of background readings and other resources, 
self-directed online instruction, online testing on each 
module, and a key component of the A4LE Academy is 
direct, expert-led instruction and mentoring. Here’s how this 
is typically structured:
Mentorship and Peer Coaching: Participants are paired 
with Paul who provides guidance on real-world projects.
Capstone Project Mentoring: The Advanced Academy 
includes a capstone project, where learners apply course 
concepts to a real-life educational facility planning challenge.
Workshops and Immersive Experiences: Some in-person 
components (often at A4LE events) include hands-on 
workshops, where learners interact directly with Paul, 
collaborate with peers, and receive immediate feedback 
and mentoring.
The curriculum covers the evolution of education for 
today’s era of ever-accelerating technological innovation, a 
growing knowledge-based workforce, and the challenges in 
preparing “future-ready” learners confronting an uncertain 
future. Paul’s genius is in translating these daunting 
challenges into a tangible and actionable design vocabulary.

Summary of Seven Modules: 
Module 1: Foundations of Next Generation Learning – 
Understanding the needs, behaviors, and expectations of 
today’s learners.
Module 2: Innovative Learning Spaces – Shifting from 
traditional teacher-focused classrooms to individualized, 
learner-centered environments.
Module 3: Personalized and Adaptive Learning – 
Encouraging self-directed learning and providing students 
more control over their learning pathways.
Module 4: Innovative Teaching Methodologies – Engaging 
students with inquiry-driven, real-world challenges.
Module 5: Collaborative Learning and Global 
Connections – Using collaborative platforms, peer learning, 
and group projects to enhance learning outcomes.
Module 6: Assessment and Feedback for the 21st 
Century – Providing continuous, real-time feedback         
and assessment.

Module 7: Creating Future-Ready, Sustainable, and 
Healthy Learning Environments – Teaching critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and digital literacy.

Impact
Although its commitment to providing and promoting 
purposeful high-quality continuing professional education 
is unquestioned, for many years AIA has debated its role 
in professional certifications. AIA has embraced some 
certifications, notably the Disaster Assistance Program that 
gives architects standing where laws often deny it, but AIA 
has steered clear of building-type certifications. A4LE’s 
Academy addresses this void for architects interested in 
furthering their professional development in school design. 
Importantly, A4LE also designs their certification programs 
to engage educators, in effect training clients to appreciate 
the work of architects and the power of design to yield 
desired educational outcomes. Comparison to other courses 
offered by the A4LE Academy provides perspective on the 
exceptional scope and depth of Paul’s course. Paul’s A4LE 
curriculum illustrates clearly and compellingly, through both 
theoretical framework and proven practices, the power of 
design to raise prospects of children and young adults.

Quote
“Paul’s creation of the Next Generation Learning 
Spaces for the 21st-Century course for the A4LE 
Academy equips professionals with tools to design 
responsive, future-ready learning environments….This 
work not only elevates the standard of practice—it 
actively redefines it.”
Ms. Kate Broderick  
Director of Knowledge Management & Credentialing 
Association for Learning Environments 
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3.9
Next Generation 
School Design Articles 
for NGLC Website

Provider
Next Generation Learning 
Challenges Website (NGLC)

Description
New Designs for School  
21st Century Learning 
Environments Articles  
https://www.nextgenlearning.org/
series/next-gen-learning-spaces
(Select Search NGLC — Paul Klee 
at Left Margin of Website).

Completion Date
2025-2026

Role of Nominee
Contributing Author

Declaration of Responsibility
I have personal knowledge of 
the nominee’s responsibility for 
the exhibit listed above. That 
responsibility included – creating, 
leading, and teaching with articles 
by the nominee.
Ms. Kristen Vogt, Senior Program 
Officer - Next Generation Learning 
Challenges Website

Synopsis
In parallel with his promotion of next generation school 
design aimed primarily at architects through A4LE, Paul has 
also dedicated himself to sharing his architectural vision 
and knowledge directly with educators, demonstrating 
how architects and architecture can play a crucial role in 
achieving desired educational outcomes. Paul took on 
the challenge of educating educators on the principles 
and practices of 21st century K-12 school design by 
contributing his expertise to Next Generation Learning 
Challenges Website (NGLC), a not-for-profit organization 
that engages educators and community stakeholders 
on the importance of next generation learning in public 
education. NGLC’s impact promoting equity in public 
education is truly staggering. Since its inception in 2011, 
NGLC has issued more than $100 million in challenge grants 
to public school systems, specifically targeting minority                              

and/or underrepresented communities struggling to 
overcome resource inequities.
A crucial part of its programs to improve public education, 
NGLC highlights the importance of school facilities through 
their New Designs for School initiative. In this program, 
NGLC asks: “What does next generation learning look like in 
practice?” NGLC’s appreciation for the connection between 
school design and learning opportunities captures the 
mission that drove Paul’s architectural career.
Paul stated: “We’ve all had the experience of truly 
purposeful, authentic learning and know how valuable 
it is. Educators are taking the best of what we know 
about learning, student support, effective instruction, and 
interpersonal skill-building to completely reimagine schools 
so that students experience that kind of purposeful learning 
all day, every day.”
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3.9 Exhibit
Next Generation 
School Design Articles 
for NGLC Website

Approach  
Working closely with NGLC’s website content developers, 
Paul proposed a series of seventeen articles that describe 
in great depth his understanding of next generation K-12 
school design and advance the practice of architecture. 
(At the time of this submission, the first nine have been 
published by NGLC.) The articles do more than reiterate the 
Foundations and Learning Space Types Paul developed for 
21st century K-12 school design. Targeting his audience 
of educators and stakeholders, Paul also provides detailed 
explanations of how “learning, student support, effective 
instruction, and interpersonal skill-building” are furthered 
by the incorporation of next generation space types and 
architectural solutions.
Paul’s articles on the 21st century learning framework for the 
Next Generation Learning Challenges Website include:
1. 	 A Focus on Wellness for a Healthier               				  
		  School Environment
2. 	 Teacher Collaborative Planning and                         		
		  Development Spaces
3. 	 Authentic and Experiential Learning Spaces
4. 	 Research and Information Gathering Spaces
5. 	 Differentiated Instruction Spaces
6. 	 Small Group Learning Pods (“Caves”)
7. 	 Large Group Learning Spaces
8. 	 Communal Learning Spaces
9.  	 Interdisciplinary Learning Spaces: Bridging 					   
		  Knowledge Across Subjects
10.  Reflective and Individual Nooks: Small Spaces for 		
		  Deep 	Thinking
11.  Take Learning Outside: Connecting Education  
		  with Nature
12.  Peer Learning Pods: Where Peer-to-Peer  
		  Learning Thrives
13. 	Versatile Learning Spaces to Support Every Student
14. 	Informal Huddle Learning Spaces Increase Peer-to-	
		  Peer Learning and Reduce Stress

15. 	The Collaborative Learning Commons: Physical 			 
		  Space and Educational Philosophy
16. 	Learner-Centered Spaces for Innovation  
		  and Sustainability
17. 	Next Generation Learning Spaces to Improve 				  
		  Learning in Schools

Impact
Tailored for an educator audience, Paul’s articles discuss 
how to work with architects along with detailing design 
strategies to support schools’ 21st century imperatives. 
These articles are the highly accessible guides to improving 
learning environments and steering architecture firms, 
practitioners, and educators toward successful efforts 
to improve learning environments for students in the 
21st century. They will serve as a foundation for future 
compilations and updates.  

Teacher Collaborative Planning and 
Development Space

Versatile Learning Space

Informal Huddle Learning Space

Quote
“Already, with just nine of the planned articles 
published to date, the series is making a difference for 
NGLC’s audience of innovative school/district leaders 
and teachers…. Paul is producing a comprehensive 
resource school communities can use to ensure 
that the physical spaces in their school buildings 
proactively promote the skills students need to thrive 
and contribute to an ever-changing world.”
Dr. Kristen Vogt  
Senior Program Officer  
Next Generation Learning Challenges
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