








3.4 Design Excellence Programs - AIA Seattle Honor Awards for Washington Architecture

Thomas V. Lawrence, AIA     26Object 3 - Led the Institute

AIA Seattle Honor Awards for Washington Architecture
37 yrs (1989-2025) Organizing Committee Member          1995 Committee Chair 

Ripple Effect: With Thomas’ involvement, the program demonstrates that an awards program can 
grow from one of local influence to one that raises the level of design quality at a national level. 
Over 25,000 program attendees and over 3,700 entrants impacted.

The AIA Seattle Awards for Washington State Architecture is perhaps the premier 
and oldest AIA component awards program in the country. Now in its 75th Year, the 
program started in 1950, just one year after the National AIA Awards Program. While 
this was and is a component award program for architects registered in Washington 
State, its importance and impact is national. Over the course of its history, this program 
has had an outsize role in elevating the quality of design not just in Seattle, but 
nationwide.

AIA Seattle has approximately 2,500 members - about 3% of the total AIA 
membership. And while the followed statistics can’t be all attributed the influence of 
this program, AIA Seattle members have been astoundingly successful in national AIA 
award programs. It is a testament to this program that in 2025:
3 of 10 2025 COTE® Top Ten award winners (30%) were by firms from AIA Seattle.
3 of 8 2025 Housing Award winners (37%) were by firms from AIA Seattle.
2 of 10 2025 Architecture Award winners (20%) were by firms from AIA Seattle.
2 of the last 10 Architecture Firm Award winners (20%) are from AIA Seattle.

Thomas has served the program for half of its 
existence. During his tenure, he has worked on all 
aspects of the program and is the institutional memory 
of the program. 

Growth: Since Thomas has been involved, the program 
has grown in stature from a local one with juries 
mostly composed of architects from the northwest 
to a premier awards program. With its increasing 
stature, the program was re-branded in 1993 from the 
AIA Seattle Chapter Honor Awards to the AIA Seattle 
Honor Awards for Washington Architecture and 
opened to any architect registered in Washington State 
regardless of their location.

Formalizing the Program History: In 2024, Thomas 
researched and assembled the history of the 75 years 
of the program with over 850 premiated projects 
including award levels, architects, and locations. It 
is important that to know what came before when 
looking to innovation and design excellence in the 
future.

Assembling a Stellar Jury: Thomas has been 
instrumental in inviting nationally and internationally 
known jurors who elevate the stature of the program, 
while providing expert commentary on the architecture 
of Washington State and the Pacific Northwest.  Juries 
have included three Pritzker Prize winners, seven AIA 
Gold medalists, seventy AIA Fellows, and twenty jurors 
who are partners from AIA Firm Award winning firms. 

Equity and Inclusion: In addition to simplifying the 
submission requirements to encourage small and 
young firms to submit projects and adding a category 
that included submission by students and Associate 
AIA members, Thomas has been a leading voice in 
assembling a diverse jury each year. In the last 25 years 
of the program, over half the jurors have been women 
and one-third have been BIPOC. 

2020 Jury

“Tom’s dedicated vision and leadership with the Seattle Honor Awards, a national leader in Chapter Awards 
programs, has been instrumental in elevating the design discourse in the Pacific Northwest, resulting in a design 
culture that has nurtured some of the finest architects in the country.”

David Miller, FAIA
The Miller Hull Partnership, 2003 Architecture Firm Award



3.4 Design Excellence Programs - AIA Seattle Honor Awards for Washington Architecture (continued)

Awards: The primary and only focus of the program 
was honoring built work until 1990 during the second 
year of Thomas’ involvement. He was instrumental 
in starting a new awards category for unbuilt 
work - a category open to students and associate 
AIA members, expanding the pool of potential 
entrants and projects. Since 2016, the program has 
included an Energy in Design Award. Jurors are given 
information from the Common App (one of the first 
programs in the country to incorporate the Common 
App) to assist in their judging. And since 2018, there 
has been a Young Voices Award which given by a 
jury of recent architectural graduates. 

Call For Entries: Thomas has written, revised, and 
refined the Call for Entries multiple times for clarity 
and to expand the pool of potential submissions.

Submission Requirements: Thomas has worked 
to make the submission process easier and 
more equitable. Through his involvement, the 
program eliminated brochures in the first year 
of his involvement, moving first to 35 mm slide 
submissions, then on-line JPG submissions, and 
currently on-line PDF submissions. Thomas has 
worked on revamping the submission requirements 
multiple times including a major reworking in 
2008 when the submissions changed from JPGs to 
PDFs - making the whole process simpler and less 
expensive to encourage submissions from smaller 
firms. 
Most recently, four key areas were added to the 
submissions requirements that should be addressed 
in submissions: Inspiration, Problem-Solving, 
Environmental Sensitivity, and Social Impact.

Encouraging Participation: Thomas has organized 
and participated in phone banks to call hundreds 
of AIA Seattle firms to encourage them to submit 
projects and also to attend the evening presentation. 
This includes working with the larger firms to 
purchase blocks of tickets for their employees. 

Arranging Site Visits: Perhaps the most significant 
component of the program that Thomas has 
championed is site visits by the jury. This important 
part of the program provides the jury with the 
opportunity to visit shortlisted projects to get 
beyond the photo images. Other than the National 
AIA Honor Awards, the AIA Seattle awards is the 
only program in the country that still includes site 
visits. For twelve of his years on the committee, 
Thomas worked with the jury to determine what 
projects would be visited, arranged the tours, and 
accompanied the jurors on the Sunday of the jury 
weekend. 

The Evening Presentation: The program culminates 
with an evening presentation with between 700 
and 1,200 people attending. This is the major 
gathering of design professionals in the Puget Sound 
region. Thomas has had an active role in planning 
this premier event for the Puget Sound Design 
Community for 37 years. During his involvement, 
he has worked on every aspect of the evening 
gatherings: procuring and arranging furniture for the 
stage, working with the jury arranging images for 
the jury discussion, meeting with the venue staff to 
plan and schedule the event, coordinating with AV 
consultants to plan for equipment and locations, 
and working with caterers to plan food and beverage 
service. Thomas ran the evening AV program for 
five years providing a successful model for future 
programs.

Post Awards Student Outreach: For five years in 
the pre-digital era of the program, Thomas prepared 
graphic boards of the winning projects which 
traveled to Northwest colleges and universities.

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was involved in this 
program as described.
Zoe Guckenheimer, AIA Seattle Senior Programs Manager
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2024 Jury 2023 Jury

2021 Jury
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AIA Seattle Housing Design Forum
6 yrs (2002-2007) Founder, Organizer & 
Moderator 
18 yrs (2008 to Present) Task Force 
Member & Introductory Speaker 

Ripple Effect: Thomas started and nurtured  
this from a local education forum to one 
with national significance and impact. Over 
4,000 participants. Over 300 speakers. 
Over 25,000 HSW CE credits earned. five 
years (30 HSW CE credits) of the program 
available online.

The forum provides continuing education 
opportunities for small and residentially 
focused architects in the Puget Sound 
region. It is the one major networking and 
community building yearly event for many 
participants. Until COVID, the forums 
were sold out (2025 was again a sellout). 
Depending on the venue, participation has 
been between 150 and 300 participants. 

Program Origin: In 2002, Thomas along 
with support from an AIA Seattle staff 
member started and developed the AIA 
Seattle Housing Forum, an annual one-day 
continuing education program. For the first 
six years, the organizing and coordination 
was done by Thomas.

Program Evolution: Since 2008, Thomas 
has been a member of the annual 
planning task force.  Thomas has focused 
on identifying, inviting, and introducing 
keynote speakers. These speakers have 
included David Baker, FAIA, (San Francisco), 
Todd Saunders (Oslo), Kevin Daly, FAIA 
(Los Angeles), Stephen Kieran, FAIA 
(Philadelphia), Johanna Hurme (Winnipeg), 
Julie Eizenberg, FAIA (Santa Monica), 
Lorcan O’Herhily, FAIA (Los Angeles), 
Frank Harmon, FAIA (Raleigh), and Brigitte 

Shim, Hon. FAIA (Toronto). These keynote 
speakers are recognized as nationally-known 
housing experts providing inspiring lectures.

In addition to the keynotes, Thomas has 
been instrumental in identifying and inviting 
other speakers. Many are local housing 
experts while others have come from other 
areas of the country including Minneapolis, 
Atlanta, Vancouver, BC, and Portland, OR.
A myriad of topics have been presented 
including: transit-related development; 
social housing; micro housing; alternative 
development strategies for affordable 
housing; increasing density in formerly 
single-family neighborhoods; transformative 
housing strategies through legislative 
initiatives; national and international 
examples and case studies of inspirational 
projects of all scales; and case studies of 
projects with the architect-as-developer.

As a testament to its national importance, 
the current AIA President, Evelyn Lee, FAIA, 
made a special trip to Seattle to attend the 
2025 Forum this past June.

For the last five years, the original 
presentations (approximately 30 to date) 
are available on-line for reference and CE 
credit for architects across the country.

AIA Seattle Housing Forum Continuing 
Education

In 2017, the AIA Seattle Board of Directors 
honored the Housing Forum Planning 
Taskforce with the Chapter Committee 
Award in recognition of the continued 
excellence of the program.

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was involved 
in this program as described.
Zoe Guckenheimer, AIA Seattle Senior Programs Manager

Evelyn Lee, FAIA

https://www.aecknowledge.com/courses?acronym=AIA+Seattle&filter=course_provider
https://www.aecknowledge.com/courses?acronym=AIA+Seattle&filter=course_provider


AIA Seattle SPARC Home Tour and Methow Valley 
Tour Programs

AIA Seattle SPARC Home Tour Program
9 Yrs (2017-Present) Founder & Organizer

Ripple Effect: Over 500 participants and 500 CE 
credits earned. Over 50 projects visited.

In 2016, when Thomas and four other architects 
were researching what important issues a combined 
AIA Seattle SFx/CRAN committee should address, 
one of the most frequently mentioned by local 
architects was continuing education opportunities. 
Through his years of attending Committee on 
Design and Association for Preservation Technology 
conferences which all included visits to important 
architectural works, Thomas realized that visits to 
significant architecturally designed homes in the 
Seattle area would be of great interest to the SPARC 
community. He found several appropriate homes 
by reaching out to architects, consultants, and 
contractors and started the tours in late 2017. 

Tours are advertised in the SPARC monthly e-news 
along the AIA Seattle website. Thomas applies for 
and/or coordinates continuing education credit 
prior to the events, receives RSVPs from prospective 
participants, and keeps a waiting list for each 
tour.  The owners and project team typically set 
the maximum number of participants based on 
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3.6 Educational Opportunities - AIA Seattle SPARC Tour Programs: SPARC Home Tour Program

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was involved in this 
program as noted.
Anthony Collins, 
AIA Seattle Senior Coordinator of Member Engagement

+ CONNECT 
SPARC Tour: 9 April 2019: The Roost Artists Live-Work Lofts hosted by David 
Neiman of Neiman Taber Architects. Neiman Taber were not only the designers, 
but also the developers. Don’t miss it! 1 LU / HSW Credit
SOLD OUT
Please RSVP to Tom Lawrence ASAP to be added to the wait list.. 
SPARC E-News, Mar 2019

+ CONNECT 
SPARC Tour: High Road House, Tuesday, January 24th 2023, 4:00 PM
1 LU / HSW Credit
SOLD OUT
Please RSVP to Tom Lawrence ASAP to be added to the wait list. 
SPARC E-News, Dec 2022

Object 3 - Led the Institute

site access and size of the project. The tours range 
from 5 to 30 participants and have uniformly been 
sell-outs. To encourage participation and in the 
interest of equity, tours are free and open to all 
architects, consultants, contractors, interns, and 
students. Several tours have been co-sponsored 
by the Young Architects Forum and the Women 
in Design Committee. Over 50 projects have been 
visited to date providing over 600 HSW CE credits 
for participants.

These projects provide a variety of opportunities 
for learning - from design strategies to recent 
technological developments, particularly regarding 
green building techniques, methods, and materials.

Projects have included single-family house, detached 
accessory dwelling units, small-scale multi-family 
projects such as triplexes, high-rise condominiums, 
micro-house villages, micro apartment buildings 
and multi-family Passive House projects. There was 
even a walking tour of a Seattle neighborhood led 
by a local resident/architect looking at over a dozen 
infill projects. By including homes of many types 
and sizes, the tours provide an understanding of 
and inspiration for solutions that help to relieve the 
housing crisis that affects many communities.
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3.6 Educational Opportunities - AIA Seattle SPARC Tour Programs (continued): SPARC Methow Valley Tour Program

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was involved in this 
program as noted.
Anthony Collins,  
AIA Seattle Senior Coordinator of Member Engagement

AIA Seattle SPARC Annual Methow Valley 
Architecture Tour program 
3 Yrs (2023-Present) Founder, Organizer & Host

Ripple Effect: Over 100 participants from the 
Northwest. Over 600 CE credits earned. 18 projects 
visited.

Because of the success of the local SPARC home 
tours and his history of designing projects there, 
Thomas was approached by the AIA Seattle Board 
about the possibility of having a one-time tour 
of projects in the Methow Valley. Located on the 
east flank of the Cascade Mountains in northern 
Washington State, the Valley is a popular vacation 
destination known for cross-country skiing (with the 
largest network of trails in the US), fishing, rafting, 
mountain biking, hiking, camping, and bird watching. 
With its wealth of architecturally significant homes, 
it is an attractive location for inspiring tours for 
architects in the Pacific Northwest.

Thomas successfully organized the day-long event 
in the spring of 2023. This included locating and 
inviting architects to host hour-long tours of six 
projects, arranging the schedule, publicizing the 
event, coordinating the 6 HSW CE credits, and acting 
as the event host. The event was oversubscribed, 
attracting over 30 participants from Washington 
and British Columbia. Along with inspiring tours, 
it provided a community-building and networking 
opportunity for the participating architects at a 
concluding dinner.

In the interest of attracting a broad audience, 
the admission fee was a nominal five dollars per 
HSW continuing education credit, with carpooling 
coordinated. This resulted in a diverse group of 
participants from young associate AIA members to 
AIA Fellows.

Because of the success of the first event and the 
enthusiasm of the participants, Thomas organized a 
repeat of the program for 2024 and 2025. The event 
has been oversubscribed each year with over 30 
participants from the Northwest.

2025 Methow Valley Architecture Tour

Thomas is now working on year four for 2026.

“Join the Small Practice and Residential Committee (SPARC) for a 
tour of projects in the Methow Valley, WA
The Methow Valley Architecture Tour celebrates the unique 
aspects of design and construction in this area of Washington - 
particularly regarding the climate, culture, and natural beauty of 
the area.  Learning objectives will emphasize climate resilience, 
human health and comfort, and biophilic design.”

https://aiaseattle.org/events/sparc-methow-valley-architecture-tour-2/


Methow Valley Cabin
Lawrence Architecture, Thomas V. Lawrence, AIA
(1995) Winthrop, Washington

Awards
(1998) AIA/Sunset Magazine Western Home Awards 
             Citation Award

(1998) AIA Northwest and Pacific Region Design Awards 
             Award of Merit

(1997) AIA Seattle Honor Awards for Washington Architecture 
             Honor Award
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3.7  Design Example - Methow Valley Cabin
With his design work, Thomas demonstrates to other solopreneurs and small firms that quality, meaningful work is not constrained by the size of the firm. Particularity for 
architects just starting their journey as firm principals, it is important that they understand even modest projects can impact their owners, inhabitants, and their community in 
positive and lasting ways. Since founding Lawrence Architecture in 1995, Thomas has gone from solopreneur to a small firm of five and finally back to solopreneur in 2012. His 
practice complements and informs his AIA activities - those involving other small and solopreneur firms as well as his AIA leadership. His office is a demonstration of how small 
firms and solopreneurs can successfully navigate the business of running a firm while producing work that significantly impacts the built environment.

In his 30 years of solo practice, Thomas has designed over 200 small-scale residential projects. His work is recognozable and widely published having received local, regional, 
and national recognition. He works with his clients and contractors to ensure that the work continues to be a guide and inspiration to other solopreneurs and small-practice 

Periodicals
(2006) Fine Homebuilding Getaway Homes for Vacation & Retirement

(Mar 2002) Seattle Times Pacific Northwest Magazine 

(Oct 1997) Sunset Magazine

(Fall 1997) Arcade Magazine

Books
(2007) Dream Homes of the Pacific Northwest

(2005) Celebrating The American Home: 
               50 Great Houses from 50 American Architects

(2001) The Cabin: Inspiration for the Classic American Getaway

Object 3 - Led the Institute
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3.7  Design Example - Methow Valley Cabin
Methow Valley Cabin
Located on the valley floor in ranch country near 
Winthrop, Washington.

A small budget, the wide-open site, and the simple 
desires of the client dictated simplicity in the design of 
this 1,100 SF vacation cabin.  The tall gable roof over the 
elongated plan gives the building a presence within the 
natural landscape.  Building orientation takes advantage 
of the prevailing breezes and mountain views up valley.  
The building sits lightly on the land with a stick-built 
encircling porch, which buffers the often-harsh climate.  
The roof configuration prevents snow buildup and 
damage.  The site is left untouched except for a circle 
around the building that has been cleared to minimize 
the risk from wild fires.

Ripple Effect: Thomas’ first project as a sole practitioner 
garnered awards in three AIA programs, was published in 
three books and four magazines illustrating to hundreds of 
thousands of the public that the highest quality residential 
design can come in the most modest of projects and is not 
predicated on huge budgets and size.

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was responsible for the design 
of this project.
Lisa Peters, Owner

“In a very small project, a form is found that 
can assert itself in a powerful natural setting. 
This project is about the science of building, 
evincing thought about its placement and 
response to the climate. Simultaneously 
powerful and understated.”

AIA Seattle Honor Award jury comments

Object 3 - Led the Institute
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3.8  Design Example - West Seattle Residence

West Seattle Residence
Lawrence Architecture, Thomas V. Lawrence, AIA
(2009) Seattle, Washington

Award
(2010) National 30th Annual Builder’s Choice Awards
              Custom Home 3,500 to 6,000 SF Grand Award

Periodicals
(Oct 2010) Builder Magazine

(Oct 2009) AIArchitect, The Online Journal of the AIA

Object 3 - Led the Institute
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3.8  Design Example - West Seattle Residence
West Seattle Residence
A modern house with 3,800 SF of living space and an 
accessory dwelling unit (ADU) above a detached garage.  
Primary materials include concrete, steel, and glass. A 
concrete wall up to twenty-four feet high organizes the 
site and the house: the garage, entry and service spaces 
are on the street side of the wall, while providing privacy 
for the main living space which is a glass pavilion.  The 
wall is also the organizing element for the circulation 
including the stairs with cantilevered steel treads (and 
demountable guardrails). Supported on steel frames and  
triangular steel trusses, the roof swoops elegantly over 
the concrete wall, capping the pavilion.  Eight by sixteen 
foot sections of the curtain wall pivot for ventilation. 
The primary bedroom is in a loft space above the kitchen, 
while a family room, media room, children’s bedrooms 
and bathrooms occupy the daylight basement level.
The irregular plan is a response to the unusual shape 
of the property and its setbacks. The ADU above the 
garage is designed for the owner’s elderly parents and is 
accessible via an exterior stair and elevator.

Ripple Effect: This home for a residential contractor and 
his family demonstrates that a simple parti of a curved roof 
swooping over a concrete wall and sheltering a glass pavilion 
can be tailored to an idiosyncratic site providing a rich spatial 
vocabulary with a minimal material palette.

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was responsible for the design 
of this project.
Peter Saladino, Owner

“The West Seattle Residence is something 
of a throwback to the spaceship-on-a-hill 
explorations of Southern California architects 
like John Lautner, albeit with a few wood-
grained Pacific Northwest gestures to natural 
materials.”

Zach Mortice, Associate Editor, AIArchitect
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Puget Sound Residence
Lawrence Architecture, Thomas V. Lawrence, AIA
(2005) Seattle, Washington

Book
(2007) Dream Homes of the Pacific Northwest

Periodicals
(June 2006) Metropolitan Home Magazine

(May 2006) Seattle Homes & Lifestyles Magazine

(Aug 2006) Custom Home Magazine
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3.9  Design Example - Puget Sound Residence

Object 3 - Led the Institute
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3.9  Design Example - Puget Sound Residence

I have personal knowledge that the nominee was responsible for the design 
of this project.
Karen Sternal, Owner

Puget Sound Residence
On a hillside site in West Seattle, this modern home 
opens to a private terrace with sweeping views of the 
Puget Sound, The no-maintenance exterior includes blue 
stone paving, a composite-panel rain-screen exterior 
cladding system, zinc shingle siding, aluminum-clad 
windows, and motorized, exterior sun screens.  The 
interior features radiant-heated bamboo floors, a variety 
of natural stone for bathroom floors, fireplace hearth 
and kitchen counters, exposed glue-laminated beams 
with tongue & groove fir ceilings, and translucent sliding 
panels to open the private spaces to the public areas and 
views.

Ripple Effect: Published in one book and three magazines 
including two magazine covers, this compact modern home 
for a family of four demonstrates to a national audience that 
a modest size home can feel expansive with interconnecting 
spaces while still providing privacy and intimate spaces.  

“With its boxy form and shed roof, the 
completed house bears little resemblance to 
the shingled cottage that the owners originally 
envisioned, although it retains many Japanese-
inspired details.”

Fred Albert, Metropolitan Home
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