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2026 AlA Fellowship

Candidate Etty Padmodipoetro

Organization Urban Idea Lab LLC

Location Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts

Chapter AIA Massachusetts; Boston Society of Architects/AIA

Category of Nomination
Object 4 (Government, Industry Org, Public Service) > Public Service

Summary Statement
Etty Padmodipoetro advances transportation infrastructure design standards by centering people. Working across
disciplines, she engages public officials, professionals, and citizens in reimagining multimillion-dollar engineering

projects to achieve more accessible, equitable, and human-scaled communities.

Education

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, 2005-2006, Loeb Fellow, Advanced Fellowship in Environmental Design
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, 1977-1982, Bachelor of Architecture with Distinction

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, 1975-1979, Bachelor of Environmental Design with Distinction

Licensed in:
Massachusetts, #6296, 1985-present

Employment
Urban Idea Lab, LLC, Boston, MA
Principal and Founder, 2013-Present

Rosales & Partners, Boston, MA
Vice President, 2005-2013

Stull & Lee Inc., Boston, MA
Senior Associate, Director of Urban Design, 1986-2005

Arrowstreet, Inc., Cambridge, MA
Junior Architect, 1984-1986

Wallace Floyd Ellenzweig Moore, Cambridge, MA
Junior Architect, 1982-1984






































































































COMMUTER RAIL ACCESSIBILITY STUDY

ACTIONS

Once the MBTA approved the expanded scope proposed by Etty, she
formed a new team of engineers, landscape architects, and accessibility
professionals. She collaborated with an accessibility firm, the Institute of
Human Centered Design, to deploy user experts (people with lived ex-
perience in dealing with physical and cognitive limitations) to visit each
station and produce a report summarizing their findings. The report was
instrumental in helping Etty understand, and advocate for, the necessary
improvements at each station. Using her own and the experts’ observa-
tions, she analyzed the needs of each different neighborhood and its
connection to the station to understand the entirety of the neighbor-
hood-to-station-to-train experience.

In addition to platform improvements, Etty identified improvements for
waiting areas, drop off and pickup areas, bus stops, accessible parking
spaces, and other program elements. These improvements are necessary,
from the perspective of mobility-challenged users, to achieve a univer-
sally accessible commuter rail system. After extensive coordination with
the client to understand funding and operational constraints, she devel-
oped station program and accessibility standards that allow the MBTA to
achieve consistent designs across multiple and diverse neighborhoods.

OUTCOME

Etty’s site analyses and station planning evolved into a detailed study
that outlines the scope of work necessary for achieving universal acces-
sibility on the commuter rail system. These goals were established from
both a short- and long-term perspective to allow the MBTA to prioritize
its work. The MBTA uses the study as a scope document whenever it
identifies funding. As a result of this work, the MBTA continues to seek out
Etty as its “go to” architect and urban designer for taking on infrastruc-
ture challenges.

Etty Padmodipoetro, AIA

BUILDING ACCESSIBLE, EQUITABLE, AND
HUMAN-SCALED COMMUNITIES
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BUILDING ACCESSIBLE, EQUITABLE, AND
HUMAN-SCALED COMMUNITIES

Role of Nominee | Urban Designer and Bridge Architect at Urban Idea Lab
Client | Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA)

Preliminary Design | Urban Idea Lab as sub-consultant to Mott MacDonald

Etty Padmodipoetro, AIA

EXHIBIT MBTA GREEN LINE TRANSFORMATION

3 7 PROJECT
[ ]

Multi-Cities in the Boston Metropolitan Area, MA
| Current On-going Project

Budget | $2.1billion

Scope | 4 branches, 23 miles, 67 stations

Project Status | On-going — implemented in phases

Community Benefits:

Provided accessibility from the diverse surrounding
neighborhoods to the transit system
Improved resiliency and sustainability

Before:
System was designed to maximize transit capacity, but inadequate in
terms of inclusivity and equity, including accessibility problems.

CHALLENGE

The MBTA initiated the multi-billion-dollar Green Line Transformation Program
to increase its capacity and to make it fully accessible. The MBTA’s design
team brought on Etty as the system’s lead architect and urban designer as
well as principal-in-charge of Urban Idea Lab’s work. The Green Line is the
largest line in the MBTA transit system, consisting of four branches with 67 sta-
tions and approximately 23 route miles.

New vehicles will be longer to increase passenger capacity as they trav-

el through diverse neighborhoods that span the economic spectrum. Each
neighborhood differs in terms of character, population, and economics. The
MBTA is committed to ensuring that each neighborhood receives equitable
treatment. Etty’s approach was to define “success” not just in terms of sat-
isfying speed and headway goals to improve capacity but also in terms of
serving users throughout the system equitably.

| have personal knowledge of the nominee’s responsibility for the MBTA Green
Line Transformation Project as described in the exhibit. The responsibility
included principal-in-charge, urban design, and architecture.

Desiree Patrice
MBTA Chief of Integrated Transit Programs
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3.7 MBTA GREEN LINE TRANSFORMATION PROJECT

ACTIONS

5«

By the time this project was procured, Etty had become the MBTA’s “go
to” architect for infrastructure design. The client valued her reputation for
managing and approaching each project from urban design, accessibil-
ity, and equity perspectives. They knew Etty would strive to leverage in-
frastructure funding to include community building, and they now expect
this kind of approach. She embraced the role of “internal advocate” for
affected communities and insisted that the client and the design team
be responsive to the neighborhood’s needs.

Etty immediately began viewing the modernization program from an ur-
ban design perspective, analyzing the overall Green Line neighborhood
by neighborhood to assess elements such as the surrounding land use,
local user patterns, and overall context. Based on these findings, she was
able to recommend potential areas for station consolidation - a key GLT
program goal to support better headways.

OUTCOME

Given the scale and duration of the project, Etty realized that the work
product had to be implemented flexibly to allow for future fluctuations

in funding and management. To ensure that future design developments
would be able to build on her work, she established contextual diagrams
as tools to guide those future efforts. These diagrams incorporated the
characteristics of the various neighborhoods.

She also developed detailed project standards for public-facing ele-
ments such as platforms, canopies, and lighting. These standards were
informed not just by “architectural” considerations such as material use
and detailing, but also by the knowledge gained from the contextual
analysis of the stations’ neighborhoods.

Etty Padmodipoetro, AIA

Urban Idea Lab
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BUILDING ACCESSIBLE, EQUITABLE, AND G
HUMAN-SCALED COMMUNITIES 3 8 ALLSTON MULTI-MODAL PROJECT

“.
L N
N\ ny

Allston, MA

Budget | $2.4 billion

Scope | Redevelopment of roughly 90-acre land adjacent to down-
town Boston

Project Status | In conceptual design / permitting phase

Community Benefits:
Infrastructure reconfigurations provide a unique opportunity to
develop a vibrant future for Allston
The new station, with transit access to an underserved neighbor-
hood, provides multi-modal functionality
Before:
Alarge, under-utilized area consisting of the former toll plaza, rail
yard, and railroad tracks (see before image)

CHALLENGE

The Allston Multimodal Project is one of the largest infrastructure projects
in Massachusetts. Removal of all toll booths, a rail yard and the potential to
straighten out a curve in the interstate alignment created a large 90-acre
development parcel rarely found in established dense urban areas such as
Boston. This section of I-90 is primarily on a viaduct that is at the end of its
useful life. In addition, a rail line runs through the site carrying commuter rail
and freight traffic.

This siteis also in a highly visible areaq, surrounded by Harvard University,
Boston University, and the environmentally sensitive Charles River. Stakeholders
include MassDOT, MBTA, Cities of Boston and Cambridge, and local advocates
and businesses. The difficult technical challenge is compounded by the
heightened political realities. A highly influential Design Review Committee
was established to work with and oversee MassDOT’s design process.

Urban |dea Lab

Role of Nominee | Urban Designer and Bridge Architect at Urban Idea Lab Ihave personal knowledge of the nominee’s responsibility as the bridge
Client | MassDOT architect and urban designer for the Allston Multimodal Project. The

responsibilities included urban design, bridge design, task force meetings,
inter-agency and city coordination, community workshops, and public
presentations.

Conceptual Design | Urban Idea Lab as sub-consultant to TetraTech

Christopher E. Calnan, P.E.
Project Manager, Allston Multimodal Project
Vice President, Tetra Tech
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ACHIEVING ACCESSIBLE, EQUITABLE, AND

ALLSTON MULTI-MODAL PROJECT HUMAN-SCALED COMMUNITIES

Before

ACTIONS

Rather than simply keeping the viaduct in place, MassDOT decided

to re-imagine the site to develop a new neighborhood and provide
multimodal connections. Etty was brought in to assist the project team
with bridge design and urban design, and to specifically lead the design
of the multimodal transportation center, the Frank Street and Agganis
Way Pedestrian Bridges, and the Allston Southside Buffer Path.

Etty immediately understood the need to build consensus for her
designs by using a robust public participation process to make this
neighborhood transformation possible. Her outreach process required
significant collaboration with, and navigation among many groups,
including the Design Review Committee. Her process built trust, enabling
her technical design skills to create acceptable projects.

OUTCOME

The new station will provide multi-modal functionality and
transportation access to an underserved neighborhood. The West
Station itself, built around the existing rail line, will provide transit access
to downtown Boston and points west.

Etty’s design of the pedestrian bridges and paths provide beautiful, safe,
accessible routes through and over the adjacent interstate roadways
and train tracks. They also provide pedestrian and bicycle connections
from the neighborhoods to the Charles River on a path separated from
vehicular traffic and connect the Charles River to downtown as part of
Boston’s greenway networks and Emerald Necklace, L
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ENGAGING PUBLIC OFFICIALS, GRS
PROFESSIONALS, AND CITIZENS REIMAGINING HUMAN CENTERED
— e 3.9 INFRASTRUCTURE

CHALLENGE

Historically, the design of large transportation projects served motorists well
by providing more and bigger roadways for ever-increasing traffic. Unfortu-
nately, the state of infrastructure design at that time did not consider the im-
pact on the urban and natural environment nor on the affected communities.
Most of our infrastructure is now deteriorating and needs to be repaired,
rebuilt, or replaced. As the current Federal Guidelines requirement is 75 to
100-year service life, the impact on the environment will be permanent. The
challenge for the design industry is to seize the opportunity to re-imagine our
infrastructure projects. Etty is meeting this challenge by elevating the standard
of transportation infrastructure design in an inclusive and holistic way and
working to broaden and diversify the number of professionals entering the
field.

“Etty inspired students to dig deeply into history, explore
the opportunities for the future, and particularly
understand how infrastructure projects had been and
continue to be impacted by climate change.”

| have personal knowledge of the nominee’s numerous speaking
engagements. She has been a valued participant in our various panels,
workshops, and conferences. Her engagement has reached public officials,
communities, and other professionals.

Robert Nesson
Emerson College Adjunct Faculty
and Award-Winning Film Maker

Laretna Trisnantari Adishakti
UGM - UNESCO Chair in Heritage Cities Conservation & Management
Faculty of Engineering, Gajah Mada University
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REIMAGINING HUMAN CENTERED INFRASTRUCTURE

ENGAGING PUBLIC OFFICIALS,

PROFESSIONALS, AND CITIZENS

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS BY LOCATION AND IMPACT

Seattle, WA Chicago, IL Detroit, MI Boston, MA

Denver,CO

Nashville, TN

Washington, DC

ACTIONS

Etty believes that architects and urban designers have a central role in this
field and speaks to other professionals to encourage that. She has proven
that one does not have to work in a large firm to make a difference inin-
fluencing infrastructure mega-project design. In addition to her technical
practice, Etty’s actions include:

Engaging and collaborating with engineers and other professionals,
public officials, community residents and advocates.

Holding several leadership roles on the AIA Housing and Community
Development Knowledge Community (AIA HCD KC) for more than a
decade, strengthening the relationship between infrastructure and
community development.

Engaging in panel discussions, conferences, symposia - both national-
ly and internationally (as illustrated in the diagram).

Mentoring of young professionals and students
Etty’s actions focus on the positive public outcomes achieved by using

a community-focused design approach rather than a purely engineer-
ing-focused approach.

Etty Padmodipoetro, AIA

Katowice, Poland

Surakarta, Indonesia

Jakarta, Indonesia

Yogyakarta, Indonesia

‘ International Reach National Reach Regional Reach

OUTCOME

Etty’s presentations have resulted in practitioners’ understanding of

the need for and benefit of incorporating socially conscious and green
infrastructure goals into transportation projects, both nationally and
internationally. Highlighting past lessons learned, Etty has influenced her
audiences to seize the opportunity to approach these transportation
problems differently. She is raising the standards of transportation infra-
structure design.

The importance of the international presentations cannot be overstated.
Many developing countries, especially in Southeast Asia, are undergoing
unprecedented growth, including the expansion of their infrastructure
networks.

Etty has answered this call to action; she is focusing on the future by ex-

panding the field through mentoring, educating, and collaborating with
peers to spread the word on the importance of infrastructure design.
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s -_Dm Egretta Sutton, FAIA S

“Etty has been an incredible beacon of leadership and has
mentored so many young architects, urban designers and
transportation professionals over the course of her illustrious
career! I've been fortunate to have known Etty for almost

25 years as a compassionate leader, mentor and colleague
who has always inspired me to push myself as a design
professional. | also know that | am one of many BIPOC and
women designers who have benefited enormously from
Etty’s leadership in the industry and in following her footsteps
in creating an unconventional but impactful pathway for
architects in transportation and infrastructure design!”

Pallavi Mande
Founding Director, Tamraparni

Etty Padmodipoetro, AIA

ENGAGING PUBLIC OFFICIALS,
PROFESSIONALS, AND CITIZENS

“Etty is a champion of the collective voices as well as
equitable presences, serving all with humility, compassion,
and joy”
Rahel Shawl Zelleke
Principal, RAAS Architects | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

“Etty’s insights on my transition from CNU (Congress for the
New Urbanism) were invaluable. She encouraged me to see
broader trends in my professional life to chart a more fulfilling
path forward. | have seen her mentoring others, students and
peers alike. She is generous with her time, her skill and EQ

in this areais innate and applies to everyone she meets. Itis

truly an extraordinary gift and asset.”
Lynn Richards
former President and CEO of the Congress for the Urbanism and
current founder and principal of Agora Planning Lab
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